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SIX LETTERS OF " SIGNERS" in "ACTIVE 
SERVICE." 

(Selected from the Conarroe Collection, Manuscript Division, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania.) 

John Hancock to Thomas Gushing. 

Dear Sir Philadelphia March 7, 1776. 

I wrote you of yesterday's Date hy an Express under 
Cover to General Washington, when I inform 'd you 
every Circumstance that Occurr'd necessary for your 
Gouernment as to the Ships. I hope soon to hear of 
your having Rec'd my Letter & the Twenty five thou- 
sand Dollars as well as the plans all which I Sent under 
the Care of Co" Bull & that I shall soon have a Rec* 
for the money. I have been oblig'd to Detain M r Avery 
longer than I intended, owing to the urgent Business 
of Congress & the necessary attendance of the Members 
in Congress, which has prevented the Meetings of the 
Marine Committee & of Consequence Retarded their 
Business, which has Delay 'd M r Avery. I now inclose 
you the Dimensions of every thing necessary for your 
Guidance in matters respecting the Ships & other Ap- 
purtenances, what further Occurrs to you necessary, 
let me Know & the Directions shall be transmitted you. 
I now Beg you will Set every Wheel in Motion, employ 
every Man that can be usefull in the different Branches, 
procure every Necessary that can be obtain 'd with you, 
the Deficiencies Acquaint me of, & I will Endeavour to 
Supply them from hence, in short Exert every Nerve 
to promote Dispatch, let the heads & Galleries for the 
Ships be neatly Carv'd & Executed, I leave the Device 
to you, but by all means let ours be as good, handsome, 
strong, & as early Compleated as any that are building 
here or in any of the other Colonies, for your Reputa- 
tion & mine is at stake, & there are not wanting those 
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who are fond of prejudicing both. I have order 'd Two 
hundred pieces of Duck from New York Set the Sail 
Makers at work. Iron I hope you will find with you if 
not let me know as soon as possible, & I will send some, 
tho' at present there is none to be purchas'd in the City 
owing to the badness of the Roads. 

I send you by M r Avery 7 a further Supply of Money 
in Bills & Dollars, the Bills I took to oblige the Gentle- 
men, please to Beturn them immediately to me if not 
honour 'd, & if paid Send me a Receipt for the whole 
Sum, & Employ the Money in the Service of the Ships 
for the Publick Acco" — The Bills & money as follows, 
Viz 4 
William Barrell & Jon a Mifflin Jun r Bill on 

Thomas Mifflin of this Date for Dollars 6000 

William Barrell on Joseph Barrell d° date 1000 

Andrew Cabot on Cap* George Dodge of 1 

Salem d° date I 4000 



The above Bills you will find Inclos'd 11000 

In Continental Bills deliver 'd to M r John Avery 19000 



Dollars 30000 



Do be Carefull to Engage good Blockmakers & let 
every Article be well Executed. 

In writing my several Letters to you previous to this 
Date, I had not time to take Copies I must therefore 
Beg at your Leisure you will please to favour me with 
exact Copies of all together with the first instruction 
deliver 'd you on your leaving Philad a this as soon as 
you can. 

I was in hopes of being able to Send you the Dimen- 
sions of Rigging &c, but the Comittee are not Ready, 
however if you are Ready before you hear from me, do 
not wait, but Employ the best Judges and follow their 
Advice, I however Inclose you the Estimate of the Re- 
port with respect to Cables & Anchors, the other 
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smaller Cables & Anchors necessary Determine with 
you if you do not hear timely from me. 

I have nothing New to Communicate. Do write me 
often & give me every Occurrence. I hope you will 
Send me my Commission as Major General that I may 
Appear in Character I assure you this Appointm' 
pleases me, I think I know a little of the Duty, & on my 
Return I will Endeavour under the Direction of your 
Board to put the Militia upon a Respectable footing, 
I will not be wanting. 

My utmost Exertions shall never be witheld for the 
Good of my Colony, whenever they can be usefull they 
shall be Employ 'd in that Service however Dangerous, 
and I Defy Malice itself to Contradict the Sincerity & 
uprightness of those assertions. 

I Beg to be Remembred to all Friends. The Inclos'd 
Letters I Beg you will order to be Deliver 'd, that to M r 
Bant is of Consequence, I therefore Request your par- 
ticular Care of it. 

M re Hancock Joines me in best Respects to your good 
Lady, & Family & I am very truly, D r Sir 

Your Real Friend 
& hum Sv' 
Hon 1 Tho s Cushing Esq r John Hancock 

William Ellery to William C. Houston. 
Dr gir Yorktown Febr* 13 th 1778. 

I received your letter seasonably and have sent its 
inclosure to M r Marchant. I have been under much 
concern for my good old landlord and his family, but 
my solicitude is relieved by his appointment to the office 
of a hospital chaplain in the middle department; an 
appointment for which he is greatly indebted to our 
worthy friend President Witherspoon. 

When I left Philadelphia I fully expected to have 
returned to it, — to have spent many useful and pleas- 
ant evenings with M r Sproat and you, in untying some 



Six Letters of "Signers" in "Active Service." 487 

metaphysical Knot, in attending to your solution of 
some mathematical problem or physical question, and 
catching, by Snatches, some knowledge of the French 
Language; — but alass! — instead of this pleasure I am 
condemned to drag through the winter amidst a people 
who have but one idea, and whose manners are as dif- 
ferent from the english as their language. 

You, it seems, have leaped out of the frying-pan into 
the fire of business. What think you of leaping back 
again? M r Rush hath resigned, and the office of Dep: 
Sec : is now vacant. But you are become a parliament 
man and are immersed in politicks; and perhaps, 
mounted in the chariot of glory, look down upon so low 
an office with disregard. Come then a delegate. I 
should be exceedingly glad to see you here in any shape. 
I received a letter from M r Channing a few days ago. 
He and his family, and mine were well when he wrote, 
your kind Inquiry after their health, and your wishes 
to see my spectacles are very obliging. I should re- 
joice to speak to you and your good lady face to face 
as a man speaketh to his friend. 

We have not taken Rhode-Island yet. Inglorious 
Expedition. We have lost Philadelphia! — But this 
would be nothing if avarice and peculation did not rage 
irresitibly. The Love of country & public virtue are 
annihilated. If Diogenes were alive, and were to 
search America with candles, would be find an honest 
man? — I knew an honest man once in office. Believe 
me to be his Friend 



P. S. D r Witherspoon 
will acquaint you with a 
Resolve of Congress lately 
passed, which may give 
some check to the Shoals 
of Officers who are rioting 
on the Spoils of the Pub- 
lick 



William Ellery 
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Roger Sherman to Gov. Jonathan Trumbull. 
gir Philadelphia April 17 th 1777. 

Congress is desirous if possible to Subdue the 
Enemy that are in this Country before a reinforcement 
can arrive, the Smallpox has greatly retarded the re- 
cruits Joyning the Army. "We had information some 
time ago that preparations were making to attack the 
Enemy on Rhode-Island & dislodge them — why it has 
not been executed we have not been informed — a reso- 
lution passed Yesterday recommending to the State 
of Rhode Island to raise its whole force, to the Massa- 
chusetts & Connecticut States, to raise their Militia in 
the neighbourhood of Rhode Island, to attack the 
Enemy, & have directed General Washington to order 
a Suitable continental General officer to Command 
there — The President has Sent copies of the resolution 
to the Several States concerned. — Enclosed are reso- 
lutions to forward the recruiting Service — & some al- 
terations of the Articles for the government of the 
Army — The Inclosed News Paper contains a list of 
Surgeons & Physicians appointed for the Hospitals. 
Among whom is Doct r Phillip Turner; Docf Foster 
gives him a very good Character in a letter to a mem- 
ber of Congress — Your Hon r will have a Copy of the 
regulations of the Hospitals & the Pay of the persons 
to be Employed in the public Papers — The pay I think 
is very high, but Physicians in the Southern States are 
used to high Pay — 

our last Letter from Docf Franklin & M r Dean was 
dated the 6th of February— No Treaty had been then 
concluded Some probability that France & Spain would 
make war with Great Britain but nothing certainly 
determined on — both French and Spainiards favour 
our cause — Accounts from England are that the Kings 
Subjects have lost 1,800,000£ by the American 
Cruisers. That Insurance is at 28 per cent — That the 
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Ministry intend to bend their force again New England 
to Extirpate them & enslave the Inhabitants of the 
Southern States — There has been talk that the Enemy 
designs to come to this City but I dont think they will 
attempt it before they are reinforced — I wish Some of 
the other Delegates of Connecticut would attend Con- 
gress, the Confederation will be entered on Next Mon- 
day & finished as soon as possible. I write in haste as 
the Hon ble M r Collens of Ehode Island by whom I send 
this waits. I am with great Regard your 
Hon rs obedient humble Servant 

Roger Sherman 
Governor Trumbull 

Oliver Wolcott to Gov. Jonathan Trumbull. 

Horseneck July 30 th 1779. 
Sir 

I informed your Excell y in my last Letter of the — 
Ins 1 that the Main Body of the Enemy lay from East 
Chester to near Dobbs Ferry — Yesterday Morning 
they had orders to march at 5 "Clock, at which time all 
their Baggage was put up, at 4 "Clock they received 
Counter Orders I suppose on Account of the badness 
of the "Weather, at 4 "Clock P. M. they were in the same 
Condition waiting for orders, their shipping are at 
New York Clinton is at Phillips House Tryon in that 
Neighborhood. Scarcely any Troops in New York — 
no Reinforcements came with Cornwallis, the conjec- 
tures among the British Officers are very various what 
their next operations shall be: I conceive that it will 
not be against "West Point; but whether they will be 
directed here at the Eastward or otherwise can be a 
matter of Conjecture only — An Officer of very Con- 
siderable Rank in the British Army was heard to say, 
that the Burning Fairfield &c was to induce Gen 1 Wash- 
ington to divide his Army; what the Chagrin of the 
Enemy may now produce I will not Conjecture ; should 
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the Enemy move to New York evidently indicating a 
design to embark, I shall go on to the Eastward leav- 
ing the Detachment here. 

I have sent to Colonel Mead to come forward with 
his Regiment as soon as possible — I have given every 
Information to General "Washington. He wrote to me 
generally that he will afford every Aid to this Quarter 
Consistent with the general Defence. 

There are no Regular Troops in this State but Gen 1 
Glovers Brigade at Ridgefield, — I hope that by this 
Time some of the Regular Troops are directed to move 
this way, but for this hope have no other reason than 
that they are wanted — Since writing the Above I have 
rec d a Letter from Gen 1 Heath Observing that in case 
the Enemy shall move to the Eastward he hopes that 
succour will be afforded. 

I am Sir with great Esteem 
your Excel lencys 

Most Obed* Serv* 
His Excll y Gov. Trumbull. Oliver "Wolcott 

Dr. Benjamin Rush to James Searle. 

Dear Sir. 

Before this reaches you you will have heard of the 
loss of Fort Mifflin on the Delaware after a gallant de- 
fence of five weeks. It is impossible to do justice to the 
Officers & Soldiers who defended it. I was a "Witness 
for one day (last week) of their patience and fortitude 
under the most complicated dangers & sufferings. 
Showers of Balls-bombs & carcases were the smallest 
part of them. Their breast work was demolished — all 
their Cannon (except one) were silenced — Their bar- 
racks and Block houses were burnt & shattered to 
pieces so that the whole garrison (500 in number) were 
reduced to the necessity of lying under the cover of 
the stone wall (built by M r Galloway) on the wet 
ground without fires or any other covering than a 



Six Letters of "Signers" in "Active Service." 491 

blanket. Yet under these circumstances did these 
brave fellows appear chearful, & declare to the last 
that they never would yield the Island but to a storm 
— Which was the case for they were driven at last from 
it only by the Grape Shot & musquetry of the enemy 
from One of their Ships. Britain in the height of her 
glory when she fought for liberty never saw her sons 
perform more gallant exploits than the ragged Sons of 
liberty performed who fell in the defence of that 
Island. 

News of every kind from Philad* is reflected thr'o 
so many dense Mediums that it is difficult to know what 
to communicate for truth to you. All parties agree 
that the inhabitants suffer greatly from want — that 
Howe's Army is dispirited — that the timid & doubtful 
are becoming firm Whigs — M r Duche only excepted 
whose letter shows that his conversion is complete, but 
to the Other side of the question. M r Hopkinson has 
written a spirited letter to him, in which he charges 
him with a hundred falsehoods especially in that part 
of the letter which relates to himself, & his conduct 
about the time of the Declaration of Independence. 

My Dear Julia, & the whole family join in Affec- 
tionate regards to you & M" Searle with D r Sir 

Your 

[affjectionate 
Hble 

Servant 
Princetown B. Bush 

Nov r 19, 1777. 

Ccesar Rodney to Col. David Hall. 

Dover April the 20 th 1781. 
Sir 

You will find by General Smallwood's letter ad- 
dressed to me, and sent to you by Captain James Moore 
for your perusal, the pressing necessity there is for 
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immediately filling, and Convening at a proper place, 
the Delaware Regiment so that they may be Marched 
to the Southward where it is intended they shall Act. 
As Captain Moor is the Oldest Officer now in this State 
and belonging to the Regiment, except yourself, I have 
sent him to you to know whether you mean immediately 
to take an Active part in this most important business, 
and inform me of it, so that I may know to whom I am 
to issue my Orders from time to time as occasion may 
require— My present orders are that all the Soldiers 
belonging to the Delaware Regiment, as well those who 
were formerly inlisted for the War, as those inlisted 
in virtue of the late Act of Assembly, shall be as soon 
as possible convened at Christiana Bridge and there 
wait my orders for Marching agreably to the Act. 
Those that hereafter may be got by the recruiting 
officers for the different Counties are also to be for- 
warded to tbe same place without the least delay. I am 
persuaded that your attachment to the Cause and in- 
clination to discharge your Duty will be sufficient in- 
ducements for you immediately to set about this busi- 
ness or commit it to such of your officers as will do it, 
in which from their former attachment to, and activity 
in this best of Causes, I may venture to say you can- 
not go amiss. You will be pleased to let me hear from 
you by Captain Moore, and believe me to be 
Sir your Most 

Obed 1 Hum 1 Servant 
Coll Hall. C. Rodney 



